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Winter

Greetings From the President

A special ©6hell od to

partners and our friends. | hope that you all

had a wonderful summer. It is hard to believe
that not only do we have starting school again
behind us, but also Halloween. And Christmas
is just around the corner.

As usual, our staff are hard at work on committees and other initiatives.
This includes our partnerships with other agencies in our bid to host the
2011 International Foster Care Conference.

The FAFP held a wonderful Annual General Meeting this year. The AGM
was held in Penticton and we thank the Okanagan Nation Alliance and in
particular, the Penticton Indian Band, for hosting our gathering. | would
also like to thank, on behalf of the Board of Directors, our amazing staff
for all the hard work they did to make our AGM a success. | also thank
the donors for the many gifts that we were able to give to all our
caregivers and friends attending our AGM.

We honoured, on behalf of all caregivers of Aboriginal children and
youth, long term foster caregivers, Harold and Esther Blackmon of
Merritt, BC.

If we could, we would honour each and everyone of you for your contin-
ued commitment to caring for our children. Please know that we are here
for you!

Have a wonderful Holiday Season!

Faye Poirier

Children have the right to be...

Spiritually grounded

Be strong in their culture
Experience a healthy, happy and safe life

FAFP
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Report from the Executive DirectoiGary Mavis

Our recent, Annual General Meeting held on Pe
ticton Indian Band land of the Okanagan Nationfié
Alliance territory, was a great success with ove
100 present to enjoy the festivities. This year
had the meeting spread over three days with a
G6aSSiG YR DNBSGE 2y GR g
shops on Friday and Saturday held the AGM. The feast and the honourmg of
caregivers Harold and Esther Blackmon, on behalf of all caregivers of Aboriginal
children and youth in BC, was very impacting. There were many highlights on all
three days with many stories and wise words from the number of elders presen

t

2

a

During our early Friday Networking with the Elders, approximately thirty of us w
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shared a taste of freshly smoked venison.

On the day of the AGM, we had presentations from elders, a council member from
the Penticton Indian Band and keynote address from Paul Lacerte, CEO of BC
Association of Aboriginal Friendship Centres.
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highlight of the day followed by an honouring song and a local dance performarie.
The meeting ended with a give away by staff to caregivers, children, helpers, elders
and all those in attendance.

FAFP is gathering momentum is its effort to reach a proper staff complement in
order to effectively deal with the volume of work both in training and support ardis.
The existing partners we work with and ones in which we are developing relatioll-
ships has grown . This is most gratifying as the Aboriginal transformation procegs,
although delayed, is still at the forefront especially for the child welfare and
caregiver systems.

W e have applied for additional funds to provide cultural training to caregivers and
those in their care.

The recruitment of Aboriginal caregivers is still a priority and we continue to w

with all Aboriginal Agencies to that end. We encourage those caregivers of Abofiginal
children and youth to join our Federation and help our organization to grow and
provide service throughout all of BC.

This is our last newsletter before the holiday season and we hope you have a happy
and safe Christmas season.
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Interior Report

By Sheila Ridden

It has been a busy few months here in the Interior region. The FAFP Annual General Meeting was I
Penticton on October, 3¢ and 4". The AGM was well attended and we had a great feast.

On October 2% -28", | was invited to Cranbrook by Ktunaxa Kinbasket Child and Family Services to

commitment that you provide. Thank you for opening your hearts and homes.

vided the 18hour PreService Orientation to their caregivers. | also went to the Provincial Roots Gathering in
toria, which was a very humbling and honouring conference to be a part of.

—

| am very interested in working with Caregivers caring for Aboriginal children. | would love the opportunity,

please call me @ 25P45-2336.

LOOKING FOR SERVICES IN YOUR COMMUNITY?

din

cili-

tate a two day Aboriginal awareness workshop. There were about 20 people in attendance over the two days in-
cluding Foster Parents, Elders, agency staff. | thank them for inviting me to their community. | learned alot pbout

the people of that territory. On my last day there, | was invited to tour the Child and Family agency and met all the
great hardworking staff that serve the families in that community.

On November%and8's L FFOAfAGIGSR Fy 1 o02NAIAYLE 16 NRBRySa
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and we had about 22 people attendance. | thank all that attended.
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keynote speaker was Raven Sinclair. Her powerful and meaningful words carried me through the rest of the con-
ference. The workshops were awesome and it was great to meet people from across the country who atten@ed
this conference.

| am currently in the process of planning cultural workshops and Aboriginal Awareness workshops @@ the
Interior for the New Year so please check the FAFP website for more information
Masi chok
Vancouver Island Region
By Emily Thomas
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appreciation event in October. As caregivers you definitely do deserve the recognition for your dedication/and

FAFP was very fortunate to have our Annual General Meeting in Penticton this year. It was great to see nejg and
familiar faces at our AGM. In October, | attended a-tlay workshop on FAS/D, presented by Diane Malbin. | It
was a very informative workshop and | appreciated the focus on strategies and how she shared from her profes-

sional and personal experiences. FAFP, in partnership with USMA Child and Family Services in Port Alberni, pro-

ic-

start a support group in the different regions. If you would be interested in starting a group or a coffee group,
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Gaye Smith Region & Education Coordinator

Wow, hard to believe that 2008 is almost over! This has been such a busy year with many changes and updates of
programs and a huge increase in delivering the Pre Service Training. This has been really well received by the corr
munities and participants. | am already really booked up for 2009!

| have also updated the FASD training and have started facilitating these workshops within the Vancouver g@d Van-
couver Island regions.

Lots of planning and work went into making the Annual General Meeting a success this year! Many, many tianks to
all the staff, directors and community members for all their help!

We are looking to launch new programs within our Roots of Our Culture program. Currently, we are looking for
funding and have submitted our proposals. Updates will be in our first newsletter for 2009 and | will update the
website with the information as well. We would like to thank the following organizations for their generous ddha-
tions to our AGM:

BC Aboriginal Child Care Societiyraser Region Interim Aboriginal Vancouver Coastal Aboriginal
Authority Planning Committee

Helping Spirit Lodge Vancouver Aboriginal Child & Family Knowledgeable Aboriginal Youth
Services Society Association

Justice Institute BC Council for Families Vancouver Island Interim Authority

Circle of Eagles Lodge Vancouver Aboriginal Friendship Cent@edar Root Gallery

| KAt RNBYy Q& C2 dzpdrentBippoyt Services Society Imagen Promo

Vancouver Aboriginal Child & Okanagan Métis Family Services/  Federation of BC Youth In Care Net-
Family Services Socigety ARC Program works
Resource Team

BC Federation of Foster Parentsilver Grizzlay Penticton Tim Horton's Penticton
Association

Shoppers Drug Mart Penticton Wal Martt Penticton Zellerg Penticton

Taco time Penticton Kondolas Penticton Skaha Ford Penticton

Beijing Restaurant Penticton  1st Choice Hair CuttersPenticton Robert & Candace Ras®enticton

Aboriginal Services Team
Penticton

We thank the Ooknakane Friendship Centre for arranging the catering and servers for the AGM as well as
providing the Child Minding Services during the workshops on Friday and the Annual General Meeting on Saturday
morning. Thank you also for arranging our music for the Meet & Greet on Thursday evening. Your support helped

make our day a huge success!

We also would like to thank Daniel Pitman who served as our Master of Ceremonles n
Friday, October 3td. Great job Daniel! We appreciate all ye
help.

We also thank Joan Phillip, wife of Grand Chief Stewart

Phillip. Joan graciously stepped in to do our Keynote Speech on Friday, Oct 3 a
Stewart was unable to be in attendance. This was also their wedding anniversar
we wish them our warmest Congratulations!







