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FEDERATION OF ABORIGINAL FOSTER PARENTS

a DNOURINCOUR CAREGIVERS
ANNUALGENERAMEETINGND GATHERING
OCTOBER, 3 & 4, 2008

I PENTICTONBC
Thursday, October 2, 2008Vieet & Greet
/T 9 pm
Days Inn Conference Centre,
I 152 Riverside Drive, Penticton, BC

Friday, October 3, 2008The Gathering
I A series of workshops
9:30 am- 3:30 pm
Days Inn Conference Centre
152 Riverside Drive, Penticton, BC

I Saturday, October 4, 2008Annual General Meeting

9:30 am-3:30 pm
Enowckin Centre, Penticton, BC

I ***Eor catering and workshop purposes, registration i
required! Please contact Gaye Smith @ 62491-7091

or 1-866-291-7091 before September 20th, 2008
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DIRECTOR

Dear Foster Parents,

We decided with this issue to update you on the things we are doing
throughout the province. Our hope is that the more committees and
conferences we participate in, the better we are able to assist you.

« Joint Aboriginal Management Committee 2092008

e Provincial Aboriginal Practice Forugior Aboriginal Child Welfare

e Indigenous Child at the Centre Forums

« Provincial Recruitment & Retention Committee

e Provincial Protocol Development Working Group

e Provincial Caregivers Support Services Framework Project Forums

w b2 NIKSNYy wS3aizy C2a0GSNJ ClFYAfe@
e Metro Vancouver Aboriginal Executives Council

We currently provide trainings in:

e PreService Training for Caregivers of Aboriginal Children
« FASD for service providers and foster parents

e Cultural Awareness Training

e Creating Cultural Connections

We continue to establish partnerships with other Aboriginal agencies if
effort to better serve children and caregivers.

We are currently producing a Journal to assist you, the caregiver, in
recording for your child, the cultural connections you have been making gnd
events and ceremonies you have attended with your child. These journ

will be available at no charge to caregivers.

We will continue to update our website with our projects and events in o®ler
to keep you better informed.

Please feel free to contact us should you require any information or to let us
know what events are happening in your communities.

Thank you for your continued support!

LOOKING FOR SERVICES IN YOUR COMMUNITY?
GO TOwww.inyourgrasp.bc.ca



Region & Education Report

Gaye Smith

| have been very busy these past few months with meetings , AGM
planning, Provincial committees and the launching of our new Abo
nal Caregiving Pre Service Training. | have also been offering FASD
trainings in Port Alberni and in Vancouver with the Aboriginal Head
Program.

| took time from the busy scheduling to welcome my new granddaug
to our family. Although she decided to arrive early and create some
scary moments for us all, we are all grateful that, so tiny, she has
arrived safe and strong!

Our AGM this year will be different than our previous years and will be our official step in to the Foster
Parent Appreciation month long events. We hope to see you there!

Please check our website for updates for other events and the AGM. If you have any comments or wish
to have other information added to our newsletters, pleaser emait gaye@fafp.ca

Vancouver Island - Emily Thomas

Hope everyone had a safe and wonderful summer! | have recently relocated my office to
Chemainus First Nation Health Centre. My new contact information is-BBlaellbeach Road,
Ladysmith BC, V9G 1K6. My phone number is2Z2BP2336 and fax is 25R45-2357.

In partnership with USMA Child and Family Services, we have provideeSairee
Orientation and a FAS/D workshop to foster parents. We will be organizing anoth8eRsiee Orien-
tation for this October, if you would like to attend this please call Emily @2252336. FAFP
organized a Caregiver Support Group, for caregivers parenting Aboriginal children in the Nanaimo area.
We had quite a turn out, it is definitely my hope that we have the opportunity to schedule another
date to meet in the fall.

We set up an information booth at the Tribal Journeys in Cowichan. | had the opportunity t
speak with a number of people from all over. Congratulations to all the paddlers of the Canoe Journey
and the athletes that participated in the North American Indigenous Games (NAIG) of 2008. | hope
some of you had the opportunity to attend one or both.

If you have any questions or would like to know more please feel free to call me. Hope evelly-
one had a safe and happy summer! Thank you!

LOOKING FOR SERVICES IN YOUR COMMUNITY?
GO TOWWW.INYOURGRASBCCA
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Hello all and | hope every day are honoured and that they be encour
you enjoyed your sum-aged to continue their good work. In doing so, w
mer. not only begin to build a better path for our youn
Since opening my of- People, we take their hands and walk it with them.

fice in April 2007, the To register for the Summit or to nominate an
RCY team has been individual or an organization for one of the
working hard on behalfiv S LINS a Sy G G A @SQa ! g1 NR 2
2F . ®/ ®Qa Gdz YSNI 6t S OkwwicRNBy FyR &2dziK FyR L |
plgased to have thi; oppor_tunity to provide you Advocacy
with an update. While this is only snapshot of our _ ) |
62Ny T Al 6Aft 3IAOBS @ 2 dAdvocagygsakey fogugforgng begausg f Esility 5
633y YR 6KSNB 4SQNB gte e g%e, courage and strgngth to children and

i ) outh dealing with abuse, addictions, poverty, or
The Cham_plons for Children and Youth 20 er challenges. Between April 1, 2007 and Mar
BC Summit 31, 2008, RCY Child and Youth Advocates open
Over the past few months, my team has been 1,190 new cases. Each was handled in the non
focused on the organization of our upcoming ~ Partisan and independent way our legislation
Champions for Children and Youth 2008 BC ~ demands. With offices in Prince George, Burnaby
Summit on October 201 at the Sheraton Wall and Victoria, we are able to ensure that more vul-
Centre in Vancouver. The Summit will include nerable children and youth in B.C. have easier
inspirational keynote addresses from Romeo  access to the services and support of my office.
Dallaire and Stephen Lewis, as well as thought While the workload can often be intense, my tea
provoking panel discussions on child rights and ©of experienced advocates is deeply committed to
safety, preventative practices, mental health, edu€nsuring the voices of our most vulnerable young
cation, and international success stories. There Wiffizens are heard by those making decisions about
also be a panel focused on Aboriginal perspectivdgeir lives.

and discussions led by youth who have been or aommittee against the Commercial Sexu

presently living in care. We will be joined at the Exploitation of Children and Youth
adzyYYAldl o0& OKAfRNByQa 02 staéxzySN FNRY o2 (# | y

Finland and New Zealand, Aboriginal leaders froffl June 2008, Deputy Representative Andrew Robin-
BC and elsewhere, and Canadian and world lead&f! @nd RCY advocate Melanie Mark made a pres-
in the child serving field. The 2008 Summit will in-€Nntation to the

spire us to shape a vision of the future that im- Committee against the Commercial Sexual Explojga-
proves the lives of children in B.C. who are most ition of Children and Youth in Ottawa, chaired by
YSSR 2F a420ASi0&Q& &adzLlLRongo DellgiiR. LINP G SOGA2Y @
ThefirstS @S NJ wSLINS &Sy i (A @ FheispresemtatindRacuseddn the role of commu-
Excellence will also be presented during the nity supports in the fight against the commercial
Summit. They will recognize leadership and actiosexual exploitation of Aboriginal children and youth
that improves the lives of vulnerable children andin B.C. This presentation was a wonderful opport
@2dziK® LGQ& AYLERNIFIY(I Yikid dGxzadhwiI|aKS 02 R F S:
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@2dzy3 LIS2LIX S G2 I+ yI (ARG refardiNPtiizydiplainisiprBceds eRtedddcRBQ NB
confident it will have a positive impact on multipleservices for children and youth.

levels. In closing

F_Qewews and Investigations of Critical Inju-gyer the B.C. Day long weekend, | was very pleased
ries and Deaths that an RCY booth was part of the North Americ

My office is also responsible for conducting revieddigenous Games (NAIG) cultural village, on the
and investigations on critical injuries and deaths dfaditional lands of the Cowichan Tribes. While
children in care or who were receiving reviewableyoungsters coloured and did crafts, staff shared in-
services at the time of the incident, or in the year formation with them and their caregivers and
previous. As you may know, in April 2008 my offid@arents about what my office does, and about the
released its investigation into the deaths of four child serving system here in B.C.. Our presence
children in the NorthAmanda, Savannah, Rowen NAIG was a great opportunity to share informatio
and Serena: From Loss to Learriings report was about our independent advocacy on behalf of chi
an independent and comprehensive investigation@®en and their families. Just as important was the
the variety of services received by the children an@y in the faces of the children, a reminder of why
their families, and the circumstances of their shorve€ must continue to work every day to ensure they
lives and deaths. The goal of this report was to  have the lives they deserve.

illuminate the necessary steps to help prevent su¢hhank you all for your individual dedication and
circumstances in the future. | will continue discuscommitment to improving the lives of vulnerable
sions with the Select Standing Committee on Chilehildren and youth in B.C. | have been invited to
dren and Youth and MCFD regarding the recom- provide an update for your newsletter on a regular
mendations | made in this report, and | am hopefidasis and | look forward to sharing some of my
that they will spark even wider discussions through-¥ ¥ A 0SS Q& &4dz00SaasSa | yR OKI
out the province. You may view this report, and exploring ways we can all lend a hopeful and
others, atwww.rcybc.ca helping hand to those who need it most.

Monitoring, Evaluation and Research Thank you.

My office also monitors and evaluates designated
child and youth services and makes recommenda ’ ,
tions to improve the effectiveness and responsive

ness of these services. We have issued a number o1

reports in the past year on such topics as services to

children and youth with special needs, govern- Mary Ellen Turpel.afond
YSyidQa LINPINBaa 2y AYLEIESGBNEFAa I WERINE2TY illIKEA @ szBmKS R
Review recommendations and on the health and w p p—e :

educational outcomes of children in care. | am ac, ' oy Ny N

tively assessing progress made on all recommen
tions made in our reports and am committed to re:
porting regularly on that progress.

In the coming months, | will also present reports o
Youth Justice Outcomes for children and youth in #
care, and on the Child in Home of a Relative (CIH
program. Also of note is an upcoming evaluation %
report on the Sexual Abuse Intervention Program

as well as a joint report with the Ombudsman of |
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| hope that everyone is enjoying the summer heat after a cooler spring.

We had a successful general meeting at the fabulous Delta Hotel at the Sun Peaks Resort logated
45 minutes northeast of Kamloops. Your new board is already at work on the business that was
generated by the motions. Plan to attend the next AGM in May 2009 which will be held at the Delta
Airport Hotel in Richmond, May 22, 23, 2009.

We also met with Minister Christensen, July“2® discuss various issues, including the Rights of
Foster Parents and changes to CLBC and the ensuing impact on Children and Youth in care.

We would like to express sincere condolences to Rosemary Hundal for the loss of her husba
Rick. Rosemary served the membership as your President ihQ&Bland is a Life and Honorary mem-
ber of the Federation.

Our hearts go out to Ida Van der Molen, a former board member, and her husband Fred at th
loss of their grandson Christopher in a tragic accident.

We would also like to also formally express our condolences to the Bob Ackles family. If it had
y2i 0SSy F2N) .20Q4a 3ISYSNRaAles ¢S g2dA R y2i | @
Summer is a special time for children. Take some time to play with and enjoy them while they are
young. Drive carefully and keep safe.

Sincerely,
Melanie Filiatrault



